
And all anybody cares about is the 
lowest price. The lowest price is the 
law. In the past couple of decades, 
we’ve shifted from that to a focus 
less on just value for money, but 
more on values—values such as 
ESG [environmental, social and 
governance], values such as human 
rights, values such as environment 
value, such as corruption, transpar-
ency, etc. values such as resilience of 
supply chains, values of national se-
curity and geopolitics.”  

The second factor, Wood said, is 
the recent systemic shocks of events 
like the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
“brought home the issue of supply 
chains to the average voter for the 
first time.” 

“Going into a supermarket and 
not being able to buy whatever you 
wanted was a huge psychological 
shock for many people,” he said. 

Thirdly, Wood said the federal 
government, as well as state and 
local governments, have a new focus 
on the energy transition moving 
away from fossil fuels. “Some of our 
major automobile manufacturers are 
saying they’re going to go 100 per-
cent electric by 2035,” he said. And 
the way many of those vehicles’ bat-
teries are currently designed means 
they need minerals like graphite. 

At one point, panelists were asked 
to name the one research question 
related to critical minerals that they 
would like to see tackled. Wood and 
the Department of Energy’s Arctic 
Energy Office Director Erin Whit-
ney both emphasized the need for 
more research on how to power 
mines with greener energy sources. 
Meanwhile, Emily J. Holland, an as-
sistant professor in strategic and op-
erational research at the U.S. Naval 
War College in Rhode Island, said 
she wanted more research on how to 
convince communities to get on 
board with domestic mining proj-
ects. 

“Mining has very bad PR,” Hol-
land said. “What we’ve seen is there 
is this obvious need to increase re-
sponsible mining in a variety of 
places. But if you poll people about 
their thoughts on mining, they don’t 
want it in their neighborhood. We’ve 
seen, particularly in Europe over the 
last decade, a host of projects just 
sitting there and stopping despite the 
promise of economic development 
and jobs. I would want to know, 
what would we have to communi-
cate to communities to get them to 
view mining as greener or as going 
to build the community, or as work-
ing towards a larger project? Be-
cause I think we don’t have that sort 
of level of communication with the 
average public yet on why mining is 
so important, why it’s different than 
the mining of 30 years ago, why it 
might be a benefit to bring to their 
communities.” 

 
Convincing the public 
Public perception and outreach 

came up again the next day when 
Murkowski appeared for a short ad-

dress and a talk moderated by Uni-
versity of Alaska President Pat Pit-
ney. 

“We’ve got to build support from 
really a very broad constellation of 
stakeholders, not just the state and 
the boroughs and the communities 
and the local residents,” Murkowski 
said. “We’ve got half of the nation’s 
tribes. We’ve got hundreds of Alaska 
Native corporations who are key to 
these discussions. So it’s never sim-
ple up there. But that’s why we have 
to make the strongest case for our 
ability to lead on mineral devel-
opment.” 

Murkowski said she thought min-
erals could be Alaska’s “next Prud-
hoe.” But she also discussed the 
challenges ahead for creating that 
new industry. She said infrastructure 
needs—roads, ports and power gen-
eration—are often “part of the 
Achilles’ heel” for resource extrac-
tion projects in Alaska. She said the 
state’s workforce needs to be devel-
oped, too, so that Alaskans can bene-
fit from the jobs offered by such 
projects. Murkowski added that 
changing the public perception of 
mining could help stoke more inter-
est in those jobs locally. She said 
promoting that shift in public opin-
ion would be as important as all the 
policy initiatives being rolled out to 
subsidize the industry. 

“We’ve got to change this be-
cause we need to get the support for 
projects,” she said. “We need to get 
the support for subsidies and trade 
protections and whatever else is 
going to be necessary to a more ro-
bust U.S, supply chain.”  

She acknowledged that Alaskans 
have been witness to bad practices in 
mining, where companies have 
failed to clean up and remediate their 
sites. 

 
Concerns 
The proposed mine is on state 

land, and public input on Graphite 
One’s work will become increas-
ingly important, especially once the 
company starts applying for its envi-
ronmental permits, the next step 
after the feasibility study is com-
pleted. However, tribes in the sur-
rounding region have already raised 
concerns about how the proposed 
mine could affect salmon habitats 
and other subsistence resources that 
they have used for thousands of 
years.  

The Native Village Traditional 
Councils of Teller, Brevig Mission 
and Mary’s Igloo have been working 
with the advocacy group Water Pol-
icy Consulting to collect flow data 
from streams near the mine and 
apply for the right to keep the aver-
age base flows in the streams. In 
May the Native Village of Teller ap-
plied for an instream flow reserva-
tion permits for Hot Springs Creek 
and the Native Village of Brevig 
Mission applied for one for Glacier 
Canyon Creek with Alaska’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, or DNR. 
Graphite One has already been using 
water from these creeks to support 

its operations, using a temporary 
water use authorization from DNR, 
but the company has yet to apply for 
water rights.  

“Instream flow water reservation 
is the same thing as a water right, ex-
cept with a water right, you are tak-
ing water out of a stream or river and 
with a flow reservation you’re keep-
ing it in, so it’s specifically for the 
protection of fish habitat,” said Hal 
Shepherd of Water Policy Consult-
ing. Shepherd said the process to ob-
tain such a reservation is rigorous, 
requiring a long record of data. 
Another complication is that the 
state often requires the tribes to 
waive sovereign immunity to obtain 
the reservation, Shepherd said. 

“The state is concerned about it, 
because if they get sued, when they 
start an adjudication, then they need 
to be able to bring the tribe in as a 
party, because they’re the ones ap-
plying for the water reservation,” 
Shepherd said. 

If that effort is successful, in-
stream flow reservations would pro-
tect the water from being used by 
mining operations. 

“Once you get the reservation, 
then you have a priority date of the 
day that application was submitted, 
and therefore a mining company 
can’t come along and take that water 
after your priority date,” Shepherd 
said.  

 
Shepherd recalled that Graphite 

One seemed like a small operation 
when he first began working with 
the tribes more than a decade ago. 

“They were trying to find money 
to continue their investigating and 
exploration, and it didn’t look like 
they were going to get it,” he said. 

“Now we get this news that they’ve 
just gotten $37.5. They’re expanding 
all the time. They’re probably 
unique in Alaska for being, I would 
say, one of the biggest poster chil-
dren for critical minerals.”

THE NOME NUGGET6  THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2023  REGIONAL

Floral Shop
120 West 1st Avenue   •   PH: 907.443.6800

Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm   •   Saturday 10am - 4pm  •  CLOSED on Sunday
Contemporary and traditional fresh flower arrangements by Trinh’s.

Birthdays, Weddings, Funerals and more.
Delivery in town and surrounding villages.

Coffee Shop
Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm 

Saturday hours may change, so
please call first! Closed on Sunday!

NOW SERVING KALADI
BROTHERS COFFEE

Did you know?   

 
The City of Nome has a curfew for children. 

 
Unless accompanied by an adult: 

 
Children under the age of 18 are not allowed 
on the streets after 10 p.m. until 6 a.m. 
Sunday thru Thursday and Midnight to 6 
a.m. Friday, Saturday and holidays. 
 

Help keep our children safe! 
 

Ordinance NO. 13.15.010 

• Graphite One 
continued from page 4


